MEMORANDUM

TO: Anthony Conrad, Chief of Police A Oa&rt: 3/91 s
FROM: Phil Gomez, Operations Captain R 2__ 2.{ I s‘lz__L_

SUBJECT: 2021 Use of Force Analysis

DATE: February 15, 2022

INTRODUCTION:

The use of force by law enforcement personnel is a matter of critical concern, both to the public and to
the law enforcement community. Therefore, per Murrieta Police Department Policy #300.10, I have
reviewed our Use of Force incidents that have occurred during the 2021 calendar year and have prepared
the below analysis. Based on the review of these incidents, I will identify any trends in the use of force
by our members; any training needs, equipment needs, and policy revision recommendations.

BACKGROUND:

Force is defined as the application of physical techniques or tactics, chemical agents, K9 deployments,
or weapons upon another person. While there is no way to specify the exact amount or type of force to
be applied in any situation, every member of the Murrieta Police Department is expected to use these
guidelines in our policy to make such decisions in a professional, impartial, and reasonable manner.

We know our officers shall use only that amount of force that reasonably appears necessary given the
facts and totality of the circumstances known to or perceived by the officer at the time of the event to
accomplish a legitimate law enforcement purpose (Penal Code § 835a). With that said, members must
have an understanding of, and true appreciation for, their authority and limitations.

Officers are expected to carry out their duties, including the use of force, in a manner that is fair and
unbiased. Our officers have been trained in the area of de-escalation tactics, when time and
circumstances reasonably permit (Government Code § 7286(b)). As you will see below, the training and
education our officers have received over the recent years in de-escalation reflects in the positive results.

Our Use of Force incidents are documented and tracked in the Law Enforcement Field Training
Application (LEFTA) Program. Within this program, there are several modules that help us track
additional data, such as: Training (METR), Pursuits (VIPR), and FTO Program Reports (FTO).
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In regards to Use of Force incidents, our policy requires a supervisor to respond to the scene and gather
information and facts surrounding the incident. This information is then inputted by our supervisor in
to the Force Accountability Transparency Software (FACTS) module. Once completed, the review
process starts with the report being sent to and reviewed by a lieutenant. After review, the case is
discussed at a monthly Use of Force Committee meeting.

The FACTS module is a web-based software solution that allows officers to document Use of Force
incidents immediately and generate reports. FACTS software not only helps to substantially mitigate
liability for officers in the field and their agency, but can also be an effective tool in bridging law
enforcement agencies and the communities they serve. This software program meets the mandates of
AB392. The process set in place is valuable and will ensure we satisfy AB392, as well as our mission
statement.

Additionally, the data collected in the FACTS module can assist us with implementing modifications to
officer training procedures, making updates to agency use of force policies and allocating resources such
as manpower. Information can also be easily disseminated to an agency’s Uses of Force management
team, state and federal regulators or placed on the agency’s website for community transparency.

USE OF FORCE DATA:

In 2021, the Murrieta Police Department had a total of 2160 arrests for various different charges and 357
Mental Health Detentions = 2527. Of those, we experienced a total of 69 Use of Force incidents (2.7%).

2021 Total Arrests/Detentions (2527) vs
Total Use Of Forces (69) = 2.7%

B Arrests/Detentions 2527

W Use Of Forces 69
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Of the total 69 Use of Force incidents in 2021, 38 subjects reported to have been injured or officers
observed an injury as a result of the use of force (55%).

2021 Total Injuries vs Non-Injured to the Suspect

m Not Injured 31

M Injured 38

In comparison, 28 officers were assaulted during the 69 Use of Force incidents (40.5%) and of those,
16 were documented as being injured as a result of the assault itself (23.1%).

2021 Officers "Assaulted" and "Injured"

M Assaulted 28
B Injured 16
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Of the total 2527 Arrests/Mental Health Detentions in 2021, 38 detainees / arrestees reported to have
been injured (1.5%).

2021 Total Arrests vs Use Of Forces Injuries To:
Suspect

Injured 38
1.5

W Arrests 2160
H Injured 38

On average, the Murrieta Police Department experienced 5.75 Use of Force incidents per month in 2021.
The month with the most Use of Forces occurred in August, with 10. The month with the least Use of
Force incidents occurred in May, with 3.

2021 Use Of Force Incidents by Month
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